[Clinical assessment of anticoagulation therapy during left ventricular assist with artificial heart: induction with protease inhibitor].
Left ventricular assist device was attached to five patients suffered from severe low cardiac output after open heart surgery. In two patients, anticoagulation therapy with heparin started just after the operation. Repeated operations for hemostasis were required because of massive bleeding in these two patients. Anticoagulation therapy was not performed in another one, and thrombus formation in the device was recognized in this patient. In the other two patients, anticoagulation therapy was started with large dose of protease inhibitor (gabexate mesilate or nafamstat mesilate). Heparin infusion was combined with protease inhibitor during the period of weaning from the device. Thrombosis and massive bleeding were not recognized in these two patients, and they were able to wean from the device successfully.